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(54) COMMUNICATION DEVICE AND METHOD 

(57) In the communication system, data transmis- 
sion time suitable for data transmission and the quasi- 
data transmission time are set in one period in accord- 
ance with the transmission path, and first data and sec- 
ond data are transmitted in multiplexed fashion. Bits are 
assigned in such a manner that the first data of one 
period can be transmitted during the data transmission 



time for one period, and also in such a manner that the 
second data for a predetermined period can be trans- 
mitted in the portion not assigned the first data in the 
data transmission time for the particular predetermined 
period. 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 



[0001] The present invention relates to a communication system and a communication method for performing data 
communication of discrete multi-tone modem type, for example, between a plurality of data communication units 
through a telephone line. 



BACKGROUND ART 
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[0002] In recent years, the xDSL communication system which uses the existing telephone copper cable including 
the ADSL (Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line) communication system, the HDSL (High-bit-rate Digital Subscriber 
Line) communication system and the SDSL communication system for performing a high-speed digital communication 
of several mega bits per second, have been closely watched. The xDSL communication system is called the DMT (Dis- 
75 crete Multi-Tone) modem system. This system is standardized in T1.413, etc. of ANSI. 

[0003] This digital communication system, especially in the case where the xDSL transmission path and the ISDN 
transmission path of the half-duplex ISDN communication system are bound together as an aggregated line or other- 
wise placed adjacently to each other, poses the problem that the xDSL communication through the xDSL transmission 
path is affected by interference noises from the ISDN transmission path or other lines and decreases in speed For solv- 
it? ing this problem, various devices are Introduced. 

[0004] Fig. 14 shows the interference noises of an ISDN transmission path 2 from a central office (CO) 1 which 
affects an ADSL transmission path 3 constituting a xDSL transmission path bound with the ISDN transmission path 2 
midway as an aggregated line. 

[0005] When viewed from the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R; ADSL transceiver unit, remote terminal end) 4 
25 constituting a communication unit at a terminal of the ADSL communication system, the interference noise transmitted 
through the ADSL transmission path 3 by the office equipment (ISDN LT) 7 of the ISDN transmission system is called 
the FEXT (far-end crosstalk) noise, while the interference noise transmitted through the ADSL transmission path 3 by 
the terminal equipment (ISDN NT1) 6 of the ISDN transmission system is called the NEXT (near-end crosstalk) noise 
Especially, these noises are transmitted to the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 4 through the ADSL transmission 
path 3 which is coupled with the ISDN transmission path 2 midway as an aggregated line. 

[0006] When viewed from the ADSL office equipment (ATU-C: ADSL transceiver unit, central office end) 5 consti- 
tuting the office equipment of the ADSL communication system, on the other hand, the result is opposite from the case 
viewed from the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 4. In such a case, the Interference noise transmitted by the office 
equipment (ISDN LT) 7 of the ISDN transmission system constitutes the NEXT noise, while the interference noise trans- 
mitted by the terminal equipment (ISDN NT1 ) 6 of the ISDN transmission system makes up the FEXT noise 
[0007] In an overseas ISDN communication system in U.S.A., for example, which is full-duplexed, the up and down 
transmissions are performed at the same time. When viewed from the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 4 therefore 
i^ EXT n °' Se generated b V terminal equipment (ISDN NT1) 6 of the ISDN transmission system nearer to the 
ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 4 is controlling, i.e. has a larger effect. 

[0008] Therefore, during the training period of the ADSL modem (not shown) installed at the ADSL terminal equip- 
ment 4, the characteristic of the NEXT noise components having a large effect is measured, and the number of trans- 
mission bits and the gain of each channel meeting the noise characteristic are determined by bit mapping. Further in 
order to improve the transmission characteristics, the coefficients of the time domain equalizer (TEQ) for adaptive 
equalization in time domain and the frequency domain equalizer (FEQ) for adaptive equalization m frequency domain 
areconverged and determined, so that a set of coefficient tables for NEXT noises are provided for each of TEQ and 

[0009] Although this measure eliminates the problem in the aforementioned digital communication systems the 
half-duplex communication system TCM-ISDN employed in Japan as an existing ISDN communication system, in which 
the up and down data transmission are switched by time division like Ping - Pong, poses the problem that in the case 
where the half-duplex transmission path and other transmission path are adjacently placed to each other on an aggre- 
gated line or the like, the NEXT noises and the FEXT noises from the half-duplex transmission path have an effect alter- 
nately on the communication terminals connected to the other transmission paths adjacent to the half-duplex 
transmission path. ^ 
[0010] In the Japanese ADSL system, therefore, a method is proposed in which the bit map is switched in accord- 
ance with the FEXT and NEXT sections of the TCM-ISDN Interference noises ("G.lite: Proposal for draft of Annex of 
G.lite", ITU-T, SG-15, Waiklki, Hawaii 29 June-3 July 1998, Temporary Document WH-047). 

[0011] Fig. 15 shows an outline of a digital communication system using the digital communication equipment 
employing the method described above. In Fig. 15, numeral 11 designates a central office (CO) which controls the 
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TCM-ISDN communication and the ADSL communication, numeral 12 designates a TCM-ISDN transmission path for 
the TCM-ISDN communication, numeral 13 designates an ADSL transmission path for the ADSL communication 
numeral 14 designates an ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R; ADSL transceiver unit, remote terminal end) such as a 
communication modem which performs the ADSL communication with other not shown ADSL communication terminal 
5 equipment through the ADSL transmission path 13, numeral 15 designates an ADSL office equipment (ATU-C* ADSL 
transceiver unit, central office end) which controls the ADSL communication within the central office 11 numeral 16 
designates a TCM-ISDN terminal equipment (TCM-ISDN NT1) such as a communication modem which performs the 

TC u " J ISDN .! 0n ! mUni f ati0n Wlth 0ther n0t sh0Wn TCM - |SDN terminal equipment through the TC M-ISDN transmission 
^ alh t*. numeral . / designates a i um-isun office equipment (TCM-ISDN LT) which controls the TCM-ISDN commu- 
w nication in the central office 1 1 , and numeral 1 8 designates a sync controller which synchronizes the communication 
between the TCM-ISDN office equipment (TCM-ISDN LT) 17 and the ADSL office equipment (ATU-C) 15 The sync 
controller 18 may alternatively be installed in the TCM-ISDN office equipment (TCM-ISDN LT) 17 or the ADSL office 
equipment (ATU-C) 15. 

[001 2] As described above, when viewed from the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 1 4, as shown in Fig 1 5 the 
is mterference noise transmitted by the TCM-ISDN office equipment (TCM-ISDN LT) 1 7 providing a far half-duplex com- 
munication system through the TCM-ISDN transmission path 12 and the ADSL transmission path 13 which are adja- 
cent on an aggregated line is called the FEXT noise", while the interference noise transmitted by the TCM-ISDN 
terminal equipment (TCM-ISDN NT1) 1 6 constituting a near half-duptex communication system through the TCM-ISDN 
transmission path 12 and the ADSL transmission path 13 which are adjacent on an aggregated line is called the "NEXT 
20 noise" 

[0013] When viewed from the ADSL office equipment (ATU-C) 15, on the other hand, the case is opposite to the 
no^M° m thQ ADSL t6rminal e< * u, P ment < ATU - R > 14 > and the interference noise transmitted by the office equipment 
(ISDN LT) 17 of the ISDN transmission system constituting the near half-duplex communication system is the NEXT 
noise, while the interference noise transmitted by the terminal equipment (ISDN NT1) 16 of the ISDN transmission sys- 

25 tern making up a far half-duplex communication system constitutes the FEXT noise. 

[0014] Fig. 16 shows a functional configuration of a transmission unit or a dedicated transmitter (hereinafter 
referred to as the transmission system) such as a communication modem of the ADSL office equipment (ATU-C* ADSL 
transceiver unit, central office end) 15 of the digital communication system. On the other hand, Fig. 17 shows a func- 
tional configuration of a receiving unit or a dedicated receiver (hereinafter referred to as the receiving system) such as 

30 a communication modem of the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 14 of the digital communication system. 

[0015] In Fig. 16, numeral 41 designates a multiplex/sync controller, numerals 42 and 43 designate cyclic redun- 
dancy check (crc) units, numerals 44 and 45 designate scramble forward error correction unite (Scram & FEC) numeral 
46 designates an interleaver, numerals 47 and 48 designate rate converters, numeral 49 designates a tone ordering 
unit, numeral 50 designates a constellation encoder and gain scaling unit, numeral 51 designates an inverse discrete 

35 Founer transform unit (IDFT), numeral 52 designates an Input parallel/serial buffer, and numeral 53 designates an ana- 
log processing and D/A converter (DAC). 

[0016] In Fig. 1 7, numeral 1 41 designates an analog processing and A/D converter (ADC), numeral 1 42 designates 
a time domain equalizer (TEC), numeral 143 designates an input serial/parallel buffer, numeral 144 designates a dis- 
crete Fourier transform unit (DFT), numeral 145 designates a frequency domain equalizer (FEQ), numeral 146 desig- 
4€ nates a constellation encoder and gain scaling unit, numeral 147 designates a tone ordering unit, numerals 148 149 
designate rate converters, numeral 150 designates a deinterieaver, numerals 151, 152 designate descramble forward 
error correction units (FEC), numerals 153, 154 designate cyclic redundancy check units (crc), and numeral 155 desig- 
nates a multiplex/sync controller. 

l( i°l 7 \ r, N ° Wt thS °P eration wi " be explained. First, the reference is made to the operation of the transmission system 
45 of the ADSL office equipment (ATU-C) 15. In Fig. 1 6, the transmission data are multiplexed by the multiplex/sync con- 
troller 41 , and have an error detection code added thereto by the cyclic redundancy check units 42, 43, have the FEC 
code added thereto and subjected to the scramble processing by the scramble forward error correction units 44 45 
sometimes followed by the processing in the interleaver 46. After that, the rate is converted by the rate converters 47' 
48, the tone ordering is executed by the tone ordering unit 49, the constellation data are produced by the constellation 
encoder and gain scaling unit 50, the inverse discrete Fourier transform is carried out by the inverse discrete Fourier 
transform unit 51, the digital waveform is converted into an analog waveform through the analog processing and D/A 
converter 53 t and then the signal is applied through a low-pass filter. 

[0018] An explanation will be given of the operation of the receiving system of the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU- 
R) 14. In Fig. 1 7, the analog processing and A/D converter 141 applies the received signal through a low-pass filter and 
converts the analog waveform into a digital waveform through the A/D converter, followed by the time domain adaptive 
equalization through a time domain equalizer (TEQ) 142. 

[0019] Then, the data subjected to the time domain adaptive equalization are converted from serial to parallel data 
through the input serial/parallel buffer 143, subjected to the discrete Fourier transform in the discrete Fourier transform 
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20 



25 



!feq?146 1 th6n * SUb]eCted t0 the frec * uencv <? omaIn Captive equalization by the frequency domain equalizer 

[0020] TTie constellation data are reproduced by the constellation encoder and gain scaling unit 146, converted into 
the senal data by the tone ordering unit 147, have the rate converted in the rate converters 148, 149, subjected to the 
descramble processing and FEC by the descramble and forward error correction unit 151, and in some cases after 
being deinterteaved by the deinterleaver 150, subjected to FEC and descramble processing by the descramble and for- 
ward error correction unit 152. After the processing in the cyclic redundancy check unit 153, 154 the data are reoro- 
d uc ed by the m ul t iplex /sync contro lle r 155. ' 



[0021] In the ► Process, the sync controller 18 of the central office (CO) 1 1 synchronizes the transmission timing 
between the TCM-ISDN office equipment (TCM-ISDN LT) 17 and the ADSL office equipment (ATU-C) 15 Thus the 
ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 14 can recognize the timing of generation of the NEXT noise and FEXT noise ' 
[0022] Specificany, the ADSL terminal equipment (ATU-R) 14, by the synchronization between the TCM-ISDN com- 
munication and the ADSL communication, determines that the NEXT noise is generated in the received data or the siq- 
™7?ol e , d thr ° Ugh the ADSL transmission P*h 13 during a predetermined time when the data are transmitted up the 
TCM-ISDN transmission path 12 at a known timing. On the other hand, during a predetermined time when the data are 
transmitted down the TCM-ISDN transmission path 12 at a known timing, the generation of the FEXT can be similarly 
recognized in the data received through the ADSL transmission path 1 3. 

[0023] In the Japanese ADSL system, as shown in Fig. 18, the bit map A and the bit map B are assigned to the 
FEXT sections and the NEXT sections, respectively, and in the rate converters 47, 48 of Fig. 16 the bit distribution is 
increased in FEXT section where there is a less noise, and the bit distribution is reduced in the NEXT section where 
there Is a large noise. As a result, the transmission rate can be improved as compared with the conventional case in 
which the bit distribution is determined only by the NEXT section. 

[0024] Fig. 19 shows the manner in which the data received at uniform rate (64 kbps in the calculation example 
below) are ass.gned to the bit map A and the bit map B at the time of transmission. First, the data sent in at uniform rate 
are stored in the form of fixed bits in units of symbols. These data are converted into bits for the bit map A and the bit 
map B by a rate converter. An integer multiple is not involved, however, because the interval of the transmitted symbols 
is 246 us for the ISDN period of 2.5 ms. 
[0025] Ttius, as shown in Fig. 20, with 34 periods (= 345 symbols, 85 ms) as one unit (hyperframe) only the FEXT 
section in the hyperframe where the symbols are filled up is defined as a bit map A, and the other portions as a bit map 
so B in the drawing, SS and ISS indicate sync signals). Whether each DMT symbol is associated with bit map A or bit map 
B is determined from the following equations. (In the equations below, the DMT symbol No. is assumed to be Ndmt) 

Transmission from ATU-C to ATU-R 
35 S = 272 x Ndmt mod 2760 

if {(S + 271 < a ) or (S > a + b )} then [bit map A symbol] 
if {(S + 271 >= a ) and (S <= a + b )} then [bit map B symbol] 

40 where a = 1243, and b = 1461. 

Transmission from ATU-R to ATU-C 

S = 272 x Ndmt mod 2760 

45 if {(S > a) and (S + 271 < a + b )} then [bit map A symbol] 

If {(S <= a ) or (S + 271 >= a 4* b )} then [bit map B symbol] 

where a = 1315, and b = 1293. 

An example of calculation for determining the bit assignment for the single bit map using only the bit map A to 
so assign data is shown below. 



Number of bits of 1 DMT symbol (before rate conversion) 

= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(total number of symbols 

(except for ISS (inverse sync symbol) and SS (sync symbol)) 
= 64 kbps x 85 ms/340 1 7 " 

= 16 bits 
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Number of bits of btt map A 

= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(total number of symbols of bit map A 

(except for ISS (inverse sync symbol) and SS (side A sync symbol)) 
= 64 Kbps X 85 ms/1 26 

= 43.175 



Thus, the bit map A is assumed to be equal to 44 bits. Further, because of the single bit map (usinq only the 
bit map A), the bit map B is set to zero bit. 

The following is an example of calculation for determining the bit assignment for the dual bit map usinq both 
the bit map A and the bit map B. 

Number of bits of 1 DMT symbol (before rate conversion) 
= (transmission rate) x (transmission ttme)/(total number of symbols 

(except for ISS (inverse sync symbol) and SS (sync symbol)) 
= 64 kbps x 85 ms/340 

20 =16 bits 



15 



This calculation example assumes that the number of bits of the bit map B is 3. 

25 

Number of bits of bit map A 

= ((transmission rate) x (transmission time) - (number of bits per symbol of bit map B) x (number 
of symbols of bit map B (except for ISS (inverse sync symbol) and SS (side A sync symbol)))/ 
30 (number of symbols of bit map A (except for ISS (inverse sync symbol) and SS (side A sync symbol)) 

= (64 kbps x 85 ms - 3 x 214)/126 
= 38.079 bits 



40 
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Thus, the bit map A has 39 bits. 

[0026] When changing the bit distribution by a rate converter as described above, the data are output only after 
being stored to some degree in the rate converter at the transmitting or receiving end. Therefore a delay time occurs in 
the rate converter. Further, with a single bit map, the transmission data are assigned as fully in the bit map A as possible 
in each hyperframe. In some cases, therefore, the data of a given period may be assigned to the bit map A of a subse- 
quent period. A further delay time is caused by such data. Even with a dual bit map, bits are assigned in the bit map A 
and the bit map B of the hyperframe as fully as possible. In some cases, therefore, the data of a given period may be 
assigned to a subsequent period, which causes an additional delay time for the particular data. In this conventional sys- 
tem, an excessively large delay is a problem. 

[0027] Accordingly, the object of the present invention is to provide a communication system and a communication 
method capable of suppressing the delay. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0028] According to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication system for setting in 
one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than 
the data transmission Lime in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and 
second data, wherein bits are assigned In such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the 
data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can 
be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period not assigned the first data. 
[0029] According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication system for setting 
in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than 
the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and 
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second data, wherein bits are assigned In such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the 
data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second 
data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the first data. 

[0030] According to still another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication system for set- 
ting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other 
than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data 
and second data, wherein bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one p*rinrt nan tmnemnt»H H„ rlng 
the data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period 
can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the 
first data, such data are received of which the whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data 
assigned to the data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are repro- 
duced based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmission time of the predetermined 
period. 

[0031 ] According to still another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication system for set- 
ting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other 
than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data 
and second data, wherein bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the sec- 
ond data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the first data, such data are received of which the 
whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time and the 
quasi-data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are reproduced 
based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmis- 
sion time of the predetermined period. 

[0032] According to still another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication method for set- 
ting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other 
than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data 
and second data, wherein bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period 
can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period not assigned the first data. 
[0033] According to still another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication method for set- 
ting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other 
than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data 
and second data, wherein bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the sec- 
ond data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the first data. 

[0034] According to still another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication method for set- 
ting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other 
than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data 
and second data, wherein bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period 
can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the 
first data, such data are received of which the whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data 
assigned to the data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are repro- 
duced based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmission time of the predetermined 
period. 

[0035] According to still another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a communication method for set- 
ting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other 
than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data 
and second data, wherein bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the sec- 
ond data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the first data, such data are received of which the 
whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time and the 
quasi-data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are reproduced 
based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmis- 
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slon time of the predetermined period. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



5 [0036] 



Fig. 1 is-a diagram which explains the bit assignment of a communication system according to the present inven- 

tion, Fig. 2 is a diagram which explains the bit assignment of a communication system according to the present 

Invention, Fig. 3 is a diagram which explains a table delivered between the transmitting and receiving ends at the 

w time of initialization of the conventional communication system, Fig. 4 is a diagram which explains a table delivered 
between the transmitting and receiving ends at the time of initialization of the communication system according to 
the present invention, Rg. 5 is a configuration diagram showing the transmission function of the ADSL office equip- 
ment according to the present invention, Rg. 6 is a configuration diagram showing the transmission function of the 
ADSL terminal equipment according to the present invention, Fig. 7 is a diagram which explains the bit assignment 

is of a communication system according to the present invention, Rg. 8 is a diagram which explains the bit assign- 
ment of a communication system according to the present invention, Fig. 9 is a diagram which explains the bit 
assignment for transmission in combined low delay transmission mode and normal mode, Fig. 10 is a diagram 
which explains the bit assignment of a communication system according to the present invention, Rg. 1 1 is a dia- 
gram which explains the bit assignment of a communication system according to the present invention, Fig. 1 2 is a 

so diagram which explains the bit assignment of a communication system according to the present invention, Rg. 13 
is a diagram which explains the slot structure of the data transmitted and received between the ADSL office equip- 
ment according to the present invention, Fig. 1 4 is a diagram which explains the behavior of the interference noises 
between the transmission paths, Rg. 15 is a diagram which explains the behavior of the interference noises 
between the transmission paths, Rg. 1 6 is a configuration diagram showing the transmission function of the ADSL 

25 office equipment, Fig. 17 is a configuration diagram showing the receiving function of the ADSL terminal equip- 
ment. Fig. 18 is a diagram which explains the correspondence between the FEXT section and the NEXT section 
and the bit map, Rg. 1 9 is a diagram which explains the bit map assignment according to the prior art, and Rg. 20 
is a diagram which explains the hyperframe structure. 



30 BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 



[0037] For understanding the present invention in more detail, an explanation will be given with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. In order to suppress the delay, bits are assigned in such a manner that the transmission data 
of one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time of the particular period. The bit assignment is con- 

35 ducted by rate converters 47, 48 shown in Rg. 16 like the conventional communication system. 

[0038] Rg. 1 shows an outline of the bit assignment Bits are assigned in such a manner that uniform data of one 
period can all be transmitted during the data transmission time which is the time (corresponding to the FEXT section 
described above) suitable for data transmission in the particular period. Also, dummy data are assigned to the portion 
of the data transmission time to which the data could not be assigned. 

40 [0039] Now, an example of calculation for determining the bit assignment will be explained with reference to the sin- 
gle bit map using only the bit map A. Bits are assigned, for example, in such a manner that one period (2.5 ms) of data, 
i.e. ten DMT symbols of data are inserted in three symbols of the bit map A (symbols that can be fully inserted in the 
data transmission time), and dummy bits are assigned to the bits, if any, remaining in the third symbol of the bit map A. 
Further, In the case where the bit map A has four successive symbols (Oth period and 1 st period in Rg. 20, for example), 

45 on the other hand, dummy bits are assigned to the entire fourth symbol of the bit map A. 

[0040] Specifically, the number of bits of the bit map A is required to meet the following conditions. 

(Number of bits of bit map A) x 3 a (transmission rate in kbps) x (one period 2.5 ms). 

50 [0041 ] The specifications for this bit assignment are as follows (an example of calculation of the bit assignment for 
the possible data transmission rate of 64 kbps for the ADSL transmission path as determined based on the S/N ratio 
measured during the training period as described above in the embodiment). 
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Number of bits of 1 DMT symbol (before rate conversion) 

= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(total number of symbols (except for ISS (inverse sync 

= 64 kbps x 85 ms/340 < ymb °° ™* SS (SynC Symb °»» 

= 16 bits 

Numb e r of bit s of b i t map A 



15 



20 



35 



Numb e r or b i t s of b i t map A — 

- ifi Um i n«° f bftS ° f 1 DMT s y mb ° l ) x < ten DMT symbols)/(3 symbols) 



= 16x10/3 
= 53.33 



Thus, the bit map A is equal to 54 bits. 



Dummy bits for third bit map A in each period = (number of bits of bit map A) x (3 symbols) - 
(number of bits for 1 DMT symbol) x (ten DMT symbols) 

= 54x3-16x10 
= 2 bits 

[0042] In the presence of the fourth bit map A, dummy bits are used for atl the transmission bits. Further due to the 
single bit map (only the bit map A is used), the bit map B is set to zero bits. 

[0043] Now, an example of calculation for determining the bit assignment for the dual bit map using both the bit map 
A and the bit map B is shown below. The bit assignment is conducted in the rate converters 47, 48 shown in Rg 16 as 
in the conventional communication system. 

l ?°V\ f ig ' 2 Sh ° WS an ° Ut,ine ° f the bit assi 9 nment according to this embodiment. In this case, in order to suppress 
the delay, bits for uniform data of one period are assigned to the data transmission time (for example, corresponding to 
the FEXT section described above) suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time (for example 
corresponding to the NEXT section described above) other than the data transmission time within the particular period' 
Also, the portion of the data transmission time and the portion of the quasi-data transmission time not assigned the 
transmission data are assigned dummy data for transmission. 

[0045] Bits are assigned in such a manner that the data of one period (2.5 ms), i.e. the data for ten DMT symbols 
(before rate conversion) are inserted in a unit of ten symbols (after rate conversion) Including three symbols of the bit 
map A (symbols that can be fully inserted in the data transmission time) plus seven symbols of the bit map B (quasi- 
data transmission time) (except for ISS (inverse sync symbol) and SS (sync symbol)). Further, the portion not assigned 
the data in the brt map B is assigned dummy bits. Furthermore, in the case where the bit map A has four successive 
symbols the fourth symbol of the bit map A is also assigned the transmission data in the same way that the bits are 
assigned for the brt map A described above, and the portion not assigned the data in the bit map A and the bit map B 
is assigned dummy bits. In the process, the delay amount can be reduced by minimizing the difference between the 
40 number of bits assigned to the bit map A and the number of bits assigned to the bit map B 

[0046] Specifically, the number of bits of the bit map A and the bit map B is required to meet the following conditions. 

(number of bits of bit map A) x 3 + (number of bits of bit map B) x 7 
45 a (transmission rate in kbps) x (one period, 2.5 ms) 

. In order to reduce the delay time, the difference between the number of bits assigned to the bit map A and the 
number of bits assigned to the bit map B is minimized as much as possible (the delay time assumes the worst value 
for the minimum value of the bit map B). 
so The specifications for this bit assignment are as follows (An example of calculation of bit assignment for the 

transmissible data rate of 64 kbps of the ADSL transmission path as determined based on the S/N ratio measured 
during the training period as described above is shown in this embodiment). 
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Number of bits for 1 DMT symbol (before rate conversion) 

= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(total number of symbols 

(except for ISS (Inverse sync symbol) and SS (sync symbol)) 
= 64 kbps x 85 ms/340 " 

= 16 bits 

" This e x am ple of calcula Uu n assumes tha t t he number of bits of the bit map B Is two. 

Number of bits of bit map A 

= ((number of bits for 1 DMT symbol) x (ten DMT symbols) 

- (total number of bits for seven bit maps B))/(3 symbols) 
-(16x10-2x7)/3 ' 9 

= 48.67 



Thus, the bit map A equals 49 bits. 

20 

Dummy bits for the tenth bit map B in unit of ten symbols (after rate conversion) 
= (number of bits of bit map A) x (3 symbols) + (number of bits of bit map B) x 

(7 symbols) - (number of bits for 1 DMT symbol) x (ten DMT symbols) 
= 49x3 + 2x7-16x10 

25 = 1 bit 



[0047] Although the delay time can be suppressed in the aforementioned bit assignment, the wasteful transmission 
of dummy bits deteriorates the transmission efficiency. In the case where the conventional single bit map is used at the 
data rate of 64 kbps, for example, the bit map A of 44 bits requires 54 bits in the bit assignment (hereinafter referred to 
as the low transmission delay mode) described above. 

[0048] For transmitting all the bits of the bitmap A as effective bits, for example, the data transmission capacity of 

54 bits x 126 (number of bit map A in hyperframe)/85 ms = 80 kbps 
is required for the ADSL transmission path 13 (Fig. 15) in low transmission delay mode. 

[0049] The actual effective transmission data contained in the data transmission capacity of about 80 kbps, how- 
ever, is 64 kbps, and therefore, the transmission loss of 



80 kbps - 64 kbps = 1 6 kbps 

occurs in the ADSL transmission path 13. 

[0050] In the other mode than the low transmission delay mode (hereinafter referred to the normal mode), on the 
other hand, the bit map A has 44 bits, and therefore the data transmission capacity of 

44 bits x 126 (number of bit map A in hyperframe)/85 ms = 65 kbps 
is required. Therefore, the transmission loss will be 



50 65 kbps - 64 kbps = 1 kbps. 

Thus, the transmission loss is smaller than the figure for the low transmission delay mode. 

[0051] As described above, the low transmission delay mode with a small delay is accompanied by a large trans- 
mission loss. Depending on the transmission data type, however, the reduction or the transmission loss may be desired 
55 in preference to suppressing the delay time. 

[0052] in view of this, this invention efficiently transmits the data by combining the low transmission delay mode and 
the normal mode, when the data to be reduced in delay time and the data to be reduced In transmission loss are coex- 
isting and then multiplexing these data. An embodiment will be explained below. 
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[0053] With the ADSL office equipment shown in Fig. 16 constituting the section of transmission to the ADSL ter- 
minal equipment, there are two routes available from the multiplex/sync controller 41 to the tone ordering unit 49 One 
is a interleaved data buffer route which Includes the interleaver 46, and the other is a fast data buffer route which is not 
including the Interleaver 46. The interleaved data buffer route for the interleave operation is accompanied by a longer 
delay. Similarly, the ADSL terminal equipment shown in Fig. 1 7 also has two routes. This configuration makes it possible 
to use the Interleaved route and the non-interleaved route for different purposes. 

[0054] First, the manner In which data are transmitted is determined by the initialization process An example of a 
tob l o transmitted for th o initia l izat ion i s s ho w n in Fi g . 3. |„ Fiy. 3, m 12 , m 13 are accompanied by the description 
Reserved for future use-. In this embodiment, however, this portion is used as a flag indicating which is selected the 
low transmission delay mode or the normal mode, in the fast data buffer route and the interleaved data buffer route as 
shown in Fig. 4. m 12 , m 13 are defined as follows. 

[0055] When m 12 = 0, the fast data buffer route is processed in normal mode. 
[0056] When m 12 = 1 . the fast data buffer route is processed in low transmission delay mode. 
[0057] When m 13 = 0, the interleaved data buffer route is processed in normal mode. 
[0058] When m 13 = 1 , the interleaved data buffer route is processed in low transmission delay mode 
[0059] With reference to Figs. 5 and 6, an explanation will be given of the operation performed in the case where a 
request is received from a high-level layer to transmit the audio data (first data) which need a reduced influence of trans- 
mission delay as much as possible through the fast data buffer route in low transmission delay mode and to transmit the 
Internet data (second data) that rates are valued more than the delay through the interleaved data buffer route in normal 
mode, for example. Fig. 5 is a diagram showing a functional configuration of the transmission system of the ADSL office 
equipment, and Fig. 6 as a diagram showing a functional configuration of the receiving system of the ADSL terminal 
equipment In Fig. 5, numeral 61 designates a low transmission delay mode controller which controls the selection 
between the fast data buffer route and the interleaved data buffer route and between the low transmission delay mode 
and normal mode. In Fig. 6, numeral 1 61 designates a low transmission delay mode controller which controls the selec- 
t.on between the fast data buffer route and the interleaved data buffer route and the low transmission delay mode and 
numeral 1 62 designates a table delivered between the transmitting and receiving ends for initialization 
[0060] As described above, when the ADSL office equipment 15 has received a request from a high-level layer to 
transmit the audio data through the fast data buffer route in low transmission delay mode and to transmit the Internet 
data through the interleaved buffer route in normal mode, the table as shown in Rg. 4 is transmitted to the ADSL termi- 
nal equipment 16 as m 12 = 1 and m 13 = 0 according to the initialization process. In this initialization process, the con- 
tents of the table transmitted are reflected in the table 1 62 (Fig. 6) of the ADSL terminal equipment 1 6. 
[0061] Then, in the ADSL office equipment 15, the low transmission delay mode controller 61 (Rg 5) controls the 
operation in such a manner as to transmit the audio data through the fast data butter route and the Internet data through 
the interleaved data buffer route. Thus, the audio data is transmitted to the rate converter 47 through the cyclic redun- 
dancy check unit 42 and the scramble and forward error correction unit 44, while the Internet data is transmitted to the 
rate converter 48 through the cyclic redundancy check unit 43, the scramble and forward error correction unit 45 and 
the interleaver 46. 

[0062] In the process, the low transmission delay mode controller 61 controls the rate converters 47 48 in such a 
manner as to process the audio data in low transmission delay mode and the Internet data in normal mode. The rate 
converters 47, 48 are processed each data according to the control and transmitted. At the same time the bit distribu- 
tion is determined between the audio data (the first data) and the internet data (the second data), after which the 
respective data are multiplexed in the tone ordering unit 49, and transmitted to the ADSL terminal equipment 1 6 through 
the analog processing and D/A converter 53 and the ADSL transmission path 13. 

[0063] In the ADSL terminal equipment 16 that has received the audio data and the Internet data, on the other 
hand, the low transmission delay mode controller 161 performs the control operation, with reference to the table 162 
(Fig. 6) reflecting the contents transmitted at the time of initialization, in such a manner as to transmit the audio data 
through the fast data buffer route and the Internet data through the interleaved data buffer route. Then, the audio data 
is transmitted to the rate converter 148 and the Internet data is transmitted to the rate converter 149, throuqh the dis- 
crete Fourier transform unit 144, etc. 

[0064] Because m 12 is set to 1 and m 13 is set to 0, the low transmission delay controller 1 61 controls the rate con- 
verters 148, 149 in such a manner as to process the audio data in low transmission delay mode and the Internet data 
In normal mode, and in accordance with this control operation, the rate converters 148, 149 process and transmit the 
respective data. 

[0065] After that, the audio data is transmitted through the descramble and forward error correction unit 151 the 
cyclic redundancy check unit 153 and the multiplex/sync controller 155, while the Internet data is transmitted through 
the deinterleaver 150, the descramble and forward error correction unit 152, the cyclic redundancy check unit 154 and 
the multiplex/sync controller 155. 

[0066] As described above, in the case where the audio data and the Internet data are transmitted in coexistence 
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for communication, the audio data and the Internet data are each switched between the low transmission delay mode 
and the normal mode appropriately for bit distribution. By multiplexed transmission based on this bit distribution the 
audio data can be transmitted by a communication method low in transmission delay, while the Internet data can be 
transmitted by a communication method low In transmission loss. In this way, the disadvantage of the transmission loss 
in low transmission delay mode can be suppressed to a minimum. 

[0067] An example is shown below in which the transmission loss is compared between the case where all the data 
are transmitted in low transmission delay mode and the case where the low transmission delay mode and the normal 
mode are switched appropriately as r lesori h ed a b o v e. Th is e xamp lo ic a ss oc i ated with th e sin gle bi t m ap 



[0068] For example, an ordinary home environment, where one ISDN telephone (audio data of 64 kbps) or equiv- 
io alent and one Internet access unit (Internet data of 512 kbps) are used at the same time, is assumed. 

. When all the transmission data of 576 kbps (audio data of 64 kbps plus Internet data of 51 2 kbps) is transmitted in 
ow transmission delay mode, i.e. in the case where the data for a period is packed in the data transmission time of 
the particular penod for both audio data and Internet data (see Fig. 7): 
is The number of bits of the ten DMT symbols before rate conversion will be 

576 kbps x 2.5 ms = 1440 bits. 
The number of bits of the bit map A in low transmission delay mode will be 

20 

1440 bits/3 = 480 bits. 
In this case, the total number of bits of the hyperframe will be 
25 480 bits x 126 = 60480 bits. 

The required data transmission capacity will be 

60480 bits/85 ms = 71 1 .5 kbps. 

30 

Thus, the transmission loss will be 

71 1 .5 kbps - 576 kbps = 1 35.5 kbps. 

The transmission loss in terms of the ratio to the entire transfer rate is expressed as 

135.5 kbps/576 kbps = 23.5 %. 

. When the audio data of 64 kbps is transmitted in low transmission delay mode and the Internet data of 512 kbps in 
normal mode, i.e. when the whole audio data for one period is assigned to the data transmission time of the partic- 
ular period, and the Internet data are assigned to that portion of the data transmission time of a hyperframe which 
is not assigned the audio data (see Fig. 8): 

For transmitting all the bits of the bit map A (assumed to be 54 bits, for example, as determined in the above- 
mentioned embodiment) as effective bits, the data transmission capacity of 

54 bits x 126 (number of bit map A in hyperframe)/85 ms = 80 kbps 

is required of the ADSL transmission path 1 3 in low transmission delay mode, of which the effective transmission data 
is actually 64 kbps, and therefore the transmission loss will be 

80 kbps - 64 kbps = 1 6 kbps. 

Thus, the transmission loss In terms of the ratio to the entire transfer rate is calculated as 

16 kbps/(64 kbps + 512 kbps) = 3 %. 

[0069] It is thus seen that the ratio (= 3 %) of the transmission loss to the transfer rate of all the transmission data 
in the case where the low transmission delay mode and the normal mode are switched for use as according to the 
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^^Ir^^ 8- a ^ e l iS ,° VerWhelmin9ly l6SS than the rati ° (= 235 % > of the transmission loss in the case 
where all the data are transmitted in low transmission delay mode. 

10070] Now an explanation will be given of an example in which the low transmission delay mode and the normal 
mode are combined and efficiently transmitted using the dual bit map in the case where the date to be reduced in deTay 
tame and the data to be reduced in transmission loss are coexisting. The operation b similar to the aJb^iJZ 
case. 

t0 ? 71 L e * ample , of bit ass '3" me 'tt tor transmission in combined low transmission delay mode and normal mode 

^^ssi'z^Tr in Fl f ?■ J he examp,e of Rg - 9 represents the case in which the aud, ° -ssss 

m tted through the fast date buffer route In low tr a n s mi s sion d ela y m od e and th e I nternet data la transmitte d Un u u g l i Uw 
n fh*^ T^? T™* m ° de - ' n R9 - 9> Fdesi 9" ates the ^ 

- designates the maximum number of bits that can be assumed in the NEXT section As 

des^bed above, these numbers of bits are determined based on the S/N ratio measured during the SnlnTperio^ 

SI p l^T V T bef Z bftS Per Symb °' in *° FEXT section of *• data usi "9 interleaved d5a buS 
route. F, ^designates the number of bits per symbol in the FEXT section using the fast data buffer route. N, designates 
the .number of brtspersymbol in the NEXT section using the interleaved data buffer route and 1^ designates Smber 

£ " ^ IT SeCti ° n USin9 the faSt bUffer r0Ute - The number - bite in*S ofte data usfng 
the fast data buffer route before rate conversion is given as R F 9 

[0072] The audio data which need the Influence of the transmission delay as much as possible is transmitted In low 
JESUS' m0d f ' n ^ h , the datS ^ the P6ri0d iS aSSi9ned to the data transmission time oThe parS 
thTh^n r ^ PP T T * e ^ m thS ^ Whe " the dua ' b!t map is used - * is als ° P ossible to assign the bits to 
the bit map B Therefore, the audio data are transmitted at the same data rate as the data rate before rate conversion 
As a result, the wasteful dummy bits are not generated. inversion. 
[0073] In the case where the maximum number of bits that can be assigned In the NEXT section (the number of bits 
* ^aud^ 

25 of the audio data before rate convers.on cannot be assigned to the bit map B, the audio data of ten symbols are 
ZsmS^ 1" th amanner j ha t ^ree symbols of data are transmitted as the bitmap A and seven symbolsTdata are 
Z £ 1 k Th ! n ' * e P 0 * 0 " ° f the blt map B Where the data are n * signed is assigned dummy 

IT«ZTZ ' T?? e , f ° Ur Symb °' S ° f blt map A successi ^ly exist, the fourth symbol of the bit map Afe 

so mat?A tZZX ° p k 6 T 6 rati ° 33 the blt maf> A ' and the dUmm V bits are — HI-*" »e portion of the brt 
30 map A and the bit map B where data was not assigned. 

St ^nl!^" 181 d T' °1! 1,10 ° ther handl are transm,tted bv beln 9 as «'gned to the portion where the audio data 
are not assigned In normal mode. 

[007S] An example of calculation of each of the cases described above will be explained below. 

In the case where (number R F of bits per symbol of the data using the fast data buffer route before 
rate conversion) = (maximum number N of bits that can be assumed in NEXT section) (see Fig 10) 
m „ a r! e a ^ aXimUn l n T ber F ° f bitS th3t ° an be assumed in the FEXT section determined based on the S/N ratio 
Hot T 9 \T, "T 8 L Pen ° d 18 384 bitS ' ^ the maXimUm number N of bits ba ^"rned during 

audlo^I. f 1 6 bltS - An ex P lanation wi « be below of an example of calculation in the case where the 

audio data of 64 kbps (corresponding to one telephone set of ISDN, for example) is transmitted through the fast 
data buffer route in low transmission delay mode, and the Internet data of 512 kbps (corresponding to one Interne 
access unit, for example) is transmitted through the interleaved data buffer route in normal mode. 

(Number R F of bits per symbol of data using the fast data buffer route before rate conversion) 
= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(total number of symbols, 

(except for ISS (inverse sync symbol) and SS (sync symbol) 
= 64 kbps x 85 ms/340 ' ' 

= 16 bits 

Since the maximum number N of bits that can be assumed in the NEXT section is 1 6 bits, then R c = N and 

« uniS 8 ; J£ 1' I R /JTi ISfied - f 8 reSU,t ' the aUd '° data Using the fest data buffer route be transmitted 
at uniform rate, so that the delay can be suppressed and the transmission loss is avoided 

Since all the bit map B are assigned to the audio data using the fast data buffer route, the Internet data using 
the interleaved data buffer route is assigned to the unused portion of the bit map A 
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(Unused portion of bit map A) = (maximum number F of bits that can be assumed In FEXT section H number F f 
of bits per symbol in FEXT section of data using fast data buffer route) 

= 384 - 1 6 



= 368 bits 



On the other hand, the number of bits required for transmitting the Internet data through the interleaved data 
buffer route using only the bit map A is as follow* g ine imeneaveg data 

(Number of bits required for transmitting Internet data through interleaved data buffer route using only bit map A) 
= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(number of symbols of bit map A) 
= 512x85/126 
= 346 bits 

unusXol?cirU" 9 int6rieaVed ^ ^ r ° Ute <*" be tr * nSmMted by ^ ass * nad to »° 
In the case where (number R F of bits per symbol of the data using the fast data buffer route before 
rate conversion) < (maximum number N of bits that can be assumed in NEXT section) (see Fig 11 ) 

«?\ ™ m " umbe , r F of bits ** can be assumed in the FEXT section determined based on the ratio 

ZS!2lSJ B 4 P,,b ) 18 bltS ' ^ ^ maX ' mUm nUmb6r N ° f bns that ca " be a-umeT^ng 
J ?l f *" ex P' anatlon wl " be fl««n below of an example of calculation in the case where the 

STbSESTlS" r^ 0 "^ 9 ? ° ne te,eph0ne S6t ° f ISDN ' f0r ,s transm^d though the £ 

data buffer route m low transm,ss.on delay mode, and the Internet data of 512 kbps (corresponding to one Internet 
access unrt, for example) is transmitted through the interleaved data buffer route in normal mode 

(Number R F of bits per symbol of data using the fast data buffer route before rate conversion) 
= (transmission rate) x (transmission tlmey(total number of symbols, (except for ISS 
(inverse sync symbol) and SS (sync symbol)) 

= 64 kbps x 85 ms/340 
= 16 bits 
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thereto",? JVT'T" * \« bi * that , can be assumed ! " »• NEXT section is 32 bits, then R F < N, and 

at un£™ rate" 1' Lt*! h ? * ^ ^ USi " 9 the fast data buffer route ca " be transmitted 

at uniform rate, so that the delay can be suppressed and the transmission loss is avoided 

and tJe^rnTpT 18 USi " 9 *" int6r,eaVed *** bUffer r ° Ute afe t0 the """"^ portion of the bit map A 

(Unused portion of bit map A) = (maximum number F of bits that can be assumed in FEXT 
section) - (number F, of bits per symbol In FEXT section of data using fast data buffer route) 
= 384-16 
= 368 bits 

(Unused portion of bit map B) = (maximum number N of bits that can be assumed in NEXT 
section) - (number N , of bits per symbol in NEXT section or data using fast data buffer route) 
= 32-16 
= 16 bits 

(Total unused portion of hyperframe) = (unused portion of bit map A) x (number of symbols of 

bit map A) + (unused portion of bit map B) x (number of symbols of bit map B) 
= 368x 126+16x214 
= 49792 bits 
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On the other hand, the number of bite required for transmitting the Internet data using the interleaved data 
buffer route by hyperf rame (85 ms) Is as follows. 

(Number of bits required for transmitting Internet data by hyperframe using interleaved data buffer route) 
= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(number of symbols of bit map A) 
= 512x85 

- 43520 bits 



Thus, the Internet data using the interleaved data buffer route can be transmitted by being assigned to the 
unused portion of the bit map A and the bit map B. 

In the case where (number R F of bits per symbol of the data using the fast data buffer route before rate conversion) 
> (maximum number N of bits that can be assumed in NEXT section) (see Fig. 12) 

The maximum number F of bits that can be assumed in the FEXT section determined based on the S/N ratio 
measured during the training period is 384 bits, and the maximum number N of bits that can be assumed during 
the NEXT section is 8 bits. An explanation will be given below of an example of calculation in the case where the 
audio data of 64 kbps (corresponding to one telephone set of ISDN, for example) is transmitted through the fast 
data buffer route in low transmission delay mode, and the Internet data of 512 kbps (corresponding to one Internet 
access unit, for example) is transmitted through the interleaved data buffer route in normal mode 



(Number R F of bits per symbol of data using the fast data buffer route before rate conversion) 
= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(total number of symbols, (except for ISS 
(inverse sync symbol) and SS (sync symbol)) 

25 =64 kbps x 85 ms/340 

= 16 bits 



30 



Since the maximum number N of bits that can be assumed in the NEXT section is 8 bits it becomes R F > N 
and therefore, F f = N f = R F does not consist As a result, bits are assigned in such a manner that the audio data! 
using the fast data buffer route of ten symbols are transmitted in the ratio of 3 symbols for the FEXT section (bit 
map A) and 7 symbols for the NEXT section (bit map B). 

* Da H l? ing fast data buffer route for ten symbols) = 1 6 bits x 1 0 symbols 
= 160 bits 

(Number of bits that can be transmitted bit map B for 7 symbols) 

= (maximum number N of bits that can be assumed in NEXT section) x 7 symbols 

= 8 bits x 7 symbols 

= 56 bits 

(Number of bits to be transmitted by bit map A) = ((data using 1 0 symbol fast data buffer route) - (number 
of bits that can be transmitted in 7 symbol NEXT section))/3 symbols 

= (160-56)/3 
= 34.66 



so 
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Thus, the number of symbols in the FEXT section, i.e. the number of bits to be transmitted in the bit map A is 
assumed 35 bits. As a result, the audio data using the fast data buffer route corresponding to one period can be 
transmitted in the FEXT section and the NEXT section of one period, and therefore, the delay can be suppressed 
Further, since the bits are assigned so as to reduce the difference between the number of bits assigned to the bit 
map A and the number of bits assigned to the bit map B, the delay can be suppressed. 

Further, In view of the fact that all the bit map B are assigned to the audio data using the fast data buffer route 
the Internet data using the interleaved data buffer route are assigned to the unused portion of the bit map A 
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(Unused portion of bit map A)= (maximum number F of bits that can be assumed in FEXT section) - (number F f 

of bits per symbol in FEXT section of data using fast data buffer route) 
= (maximum number F that can be assumed in FEXT section) - (number of bits to be transmitted in bit map A) 
= 384-35 
=349 bits 



io On the other hand, the number of bits required for transmitting the Internet data through the interleaved data 

buffer route using only the bit map A is as follows. 

(Number of bits required for transmitting Internet data through interleaved data buffer route using only bit map A) 
= (transmission rate) x (transmission time)/(number of symbols of bit map A) 
= 512 x 85/126 
= 346 bits 



75 



[0076] As a result, the internet data using the interleaved data buffer route can be transmitted by being assigned to 

20 the unused portion of the bit map A. 

[0077] In the case where the audio data and the Internet data in coexistence are transmitted in the manner 
described above, the low transmission delay mode and the normal mode are appropriately selected and bits of the 
audio data and the Internet data are distributed between them, and based on the particular bit distribution, the data are 
transmitted in multiplex fashion. Then, the audio data can be transmitted by a communication method small in transmis- 

25 sion delay, and the Internet data can be transmitted by a communication method small in transmission loss. Therefore 
it is thus making it possible to minimize the disadvantage of the transmission loss occurred in low transmission delay 
mode. 

[0078] In the case where the STM (synchronous transfer mode) interface is included as a backbone of the network 
the data are transmitted in order of the ADSL terminal equipment - the ADSL office equipment - the STM network - the 

30 ADSL office equipment - the ADSL terminal equipment 

[0079] Between the ADSL office equipments through the STM network, as shown in Fig. 13, the data are supplied 
in time series in a ten-slot structure. The low transmission delay mode controllers 61 (Fig. 5), 1 61 (Fig. 6) have the func- 
tion of controlling the transmission and receiving of these data, the function of synchronizing the timing and detecting 
the position thereof to predetermine the slots storing the audio data and the Internet data, respectively, and the function 

35 of selecting the data route based on the result of detection and controlling the particular route for low transmission delay 
mode or normal mode. The data transmission is thus controlled in accordance with the table prepared by the initializa- 
tion process or the instruction from a high-level layer. 

[0080] According to this embodiment, m 12 , m 13 in the initialization table are used as a flag for selecting the low 
transmission delay mode or the normal mode. A similar effect can be obtained, however, by using the other portions. 
40 Further, a similar effect is achieved, even if the mode can be selected by other methods such as applying the flaq to 
data. 

[0081] In addition, this embodiment has been described with reference to the case in which a request for selecting 
the low transmission delay mode or the normal mode is received from a high-level layer. However, a similar effect can 
be attained by means of automatic selection in accordance with the type of data such as audio data or image data. 
[0082] Further, the aforementioned embodiment has assumed the environment in which one ISDN telephone (64 
kbps) or equivalent and one Internet access unit (512 kbps) are used at the same time. Other applications or use of 
other transmission rates can produce a similar effect 

[0083] In addition, in spite of the example described above in which the audio data are transmitted through the fast 
data buffer route and processed in low transmission delay mode, and the internet data are transmitted through the inter- 
leaved data buffer route and processed in normal mode, the selection of the route and the processing mode according 
to the data type is not limited to the example shown above. 

[0084] Furthermore, the functions described above with reference to the functional diagram can be realized either 
in H/Worin S/W. 

[0085] In addition, in the explanation above, even in the case where the maximum number of bits that can be 
assumed in the NEXT section with a dual bit map is greater than the number of bits per symbol of the audio data before 
rate conversion, the audio data affected by the transmission delay are transmitted at the same data rate as before rate 
conversion. However, such audio data are not necessarily transmitted at the same data rate, a similar effect can be pro- 
duced by assigning, for example, the number of bits greater than the number of bits per symbol before rate conversion 
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to the FEXT section, and the Internet data to the portion of the FEXT section and the NEXT section which are not 
assigned the audio data for transmission. As another alternative, the audio data are entirely assigned to the FEXT sec- 
tion and the Internet data are assigned to the portion or the FEXT section and the NEXT section where the audio data 
are not assigned for transmission, thereby producing a similar effect 

[0086] As described above, there is provided a communication system for setting in one period the data transmis- 
sion time suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in 
accordance with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are 
Qooignod in such a mann er that t he f ir s t d a t a fui o ne perio d c an be transm u ted during the data transmission time of one 
period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of 
the data transmission time for the predetermined period not assigned the first data. Therefore, it is possible to suppress 
the transmission loss and the transmission delay. 

[0087] Further, there Is provided a communication system for setting in one period the data transmission time suit- 
able for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance 
with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are assigned in 
such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be 
transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for the predetermined 
period which is not assigned the first data. Therefore, it is possible to suppress the transmission loss and the transmis- 
sion delay. 

[0088] In addition, there is provided a communication system for setting in one period the data transmission time 
suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance 
with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are assigned in 
such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time of one period and 
also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data 
transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the first data, such data are received of which the 
whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time for one 
period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are reproduced based on the received second data 
assigned to the portion of the data transmission time of the predetermined period. Therefore, it is possible to suppress 
the transmission loss and the transmission delay. 

[0089] Further, there is provided a communication system for setting in one period the data transmission time suit- 
able for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time-other than the data transmission time in accordance 
with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are assigned in 
such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be 
transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for the predetermined 
period which is not assigned the first data, such data are received of which the whole first data for one period are repro- 
duced based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for one 
period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are reproduced based on the received second data 
assigned to the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of the predetermined period 
Therefore, it is possible to suppress the transmission toss and the transmission delay. 

[0090] In addition, there is provided a communication method for setting in one period the data transmission time 
suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance 
with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are assigned in 
such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time of one period and 
also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data 
transmission time for the predetermined period not assigned the first data. Therefore, it is possible to suppress the 
transmission loss and the transmission delay. 

[0091 ] Further, there is provided a communication method for setting in one period the data transmission time suit- 
able for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance 
with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are assigned in 
such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be 
transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for the predetermined 
period not assigned the first data. Therefore, it is possible to suppress the transmission loss and the transmission delay 
[0092] In addition, there is provided a communication method for setting in one period the data transmission time 
suitable for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance 
with the transmission path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are assigned in 
such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time of one period and 
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also In such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data 
transmission time for the predetermined period which is not assigned the first data, such data are received of which the 
whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time for one 
period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are reproduced based on the received second data 
assigned to the portion of the data transmission time of the predetermined period. Therefore, it is possible to suppress 
the transmission loss and the transmission delay. 

[0093] Further, there is provided a communication method for setting in one period the data transmission time suit- 
able for data transmission and the quasi-data transmission time other than the data trans mission time in accordance 
Willi Hie Uunymteslon path, and communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, wherein bits are assigned in 
such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during the data transmission time and the quasi-data 
transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined period can be 
transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for the predetermined 
period when is not assigned the first data, such data are received of which the whole first data for one period are repro- 
duced based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for one 
period, and the whole second data for a predetermined period are reproduced based on the received second data 
assigned to the portion of the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of the predetermined period 
Therefore, it is possible to suppress the transmission loss and the transmission delay. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0094] As described above, a communication system and a communication method according to the present inven- 
tion are suitable for the data communication performed between a plurality of data communication units through a tele- 
phone line by, for example, the DMT modem scheme. 

25 Claims 

1 . A communication system which sets in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path and 
communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, 

characterized in that wherein bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmit- 
ted during the data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a prede- 
termined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period not 
assigned the first data. 

A communication system for setting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path and 
communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, 

characterized in that bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the 
second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the 
quasi-data transmission time for the predetermined period to which the first data has not been assigned. 

A communication system for setting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path and 
communicating by multiptexing first data and second data, 

characterized in that bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined 
penod can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period to which the first 
data has not been assigned, such data are received of which the whole first data for one period are reproduced 
based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a pre- 
determined period are reproduced based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmis- 
sion time of the predetermined period. 

A communication system for setting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path and 
communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, 

characterized in that bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the 
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second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the 
quanta transmission time forthe predetermined period to which the first data has not been assigned such data 
are received of which the whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data assigned to the data 
transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a predeter- 
mined period are reproduced based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmission 
time and the quasi-data transmission time of the predetermined period. 

A communication metnoa Tor setting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time In accordance with the transmission path and 
communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, ' 
characterized in that bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined 
penod can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period not assiqned 
the first data. 

A communication method for setting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path and 
communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, 

characterized in that bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the 
second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the 
quasi-data transmission time for the predetermined period to which the first data has not been assigned. 

A communication method for setting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path, and 
communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, 

characterized in that bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time of one period, and also in such a manner that the second data for a predetermined 
penod can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time for the predetermined period to which the first 
data has not been assigned, such data are received of which the whole first data for one period are reproduced 
based on the first data assigned to the data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a pre- 
determined period are reproduced based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmis- 
sion time of the predetermined period. 
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A communication method for setting in one period the data transmission time suitable for data transmission and the 
quasi-data transmission time other than the data transmission time in accordance with the transmission path and 
communicating by multiplexing first data and second data, 

characterized in that bits are assigned in such a manner that the first data for one period can be transmitted during 
the data transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time or one period, and also in such a manner that the 

40 second data for a predetermined period can be transmitted in the portion of the data transmission time and the 
quasi-data transmission time for the predetermined period to which the first data has not been assigned such data 
are received of which the whole first data for one period are reproduced based on the first data assigned to the data 
transmission time and the quasi-data transmission time for one period, and the whole second data for a predeter- 
mined period are reproduced based on the received second data assigned to the portion of the data transmission 

45 time and the quasi-data transmission time of the predetermined period. 
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